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CHA To Transfer Service At Senior Health Center 

City to expand senior services at Oliver Farnum Senior Health Center 

Cambridge, MA. - As part of its ongoing strategic planning and evaluation, Cambridge Health Alliance today announced that over the next three months it will transfer service of primary care patients at the Oliver Farnum Senior Health Center at 806 Massachusetts Ave. to other CHA practices.


As of Dec. 24th, 2008, patients will no longer be seen at the Senior Health Center and the City of Cambridge intends to utilize the space to expand its current senior services and administrative functions.


The decision to transfer services from the Senior Health Center was part of an assessment of utilization and the need to respond to financial constraints. The Center’s staff provides care to approximately 1,800 patients. Visits at the Center by those patients have tapered to 100 per week or fewer; in the last fiscal year ending in June, there were 4,700 patient visits to the Health Center. Just 13 percent of the patients using the center are 65 and older. More than 87 percent of those patients using the Senior Health Center are between the ages of 18 and 64.  Furthermore, 38 percent of those utilizing the center live outside of CHA’s primary service area. 


“Quite simply, the use of the Center by Seniors has declined and given the current financial situation imposed upon us, this change is one we believe can be done fairly seamlessly and results in no net reduction of service,” said Richard Fernandez, Vice President Ambulatory Operations and Primary Care Services.  “We will strive to ensure continuity of care with minimal disruption for those patients who now use the Mass. Avenue Center, by working with them to connect to care elsewhere in our system.”
(more)

There are currently three part-time primary care physicians practicing at the site. Dr. Anne Fabiny, Chief of Geriatrics, will transfer her practice to Riverside Health Center, located a half-mile away from the current Senior Health Center. Dr. Ron Distajo will join the hospitalist service at CHA focusing exclusively on inpatient care. Dr. David Hirsh is moving his practice to the Ambulatory Care Center at Cambridge Hospital.

CHA will provide assistance to patients in selecting new sites or primary care physicians at CHA.  Patients will be contacted via mail and all patients with scheduled appointments will be contacted by telephone to assist them in transitioning their care.   On November 6, staff from CHA will participate in the Senior Center’s town hall to answer questions and help patients evaluate care options within CHA. CHA will also provide shuttle service to the hospital from Senior Center as needed to assist in patient transportation, and has relationships with transportation services that seniors can access.
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